
Were both parties unbaptized throughout the marriage? 

Was the Petitioner the cause of divorce? Was one party unbaptized throughout marriage? 

No dissolution 

possible 

Does Petitioner desire baptism? 

Possible 

Pauline 

Possible 
Petrine 

No dissolution 

possible 

Was the Petitioner or Intended Spouse 
the cause of divorce? 

No dissolution 

possible 
Who is the unbaptized party? 

Does Petitioner have 2 witnesses 
to non-baptism? 

Will Respondent cooperate 
and provide witnesses? 

Possible 
Petrine 

Possible 
Petrine 

No dissolution 

possible 

No dissolution 

possible 

No 
Yes 

Yes Are  there witnesses to 
 Respondent’s non-baptism? 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes Yes No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

No 

Respondent Petitioner 
Possible 
Petrine 

Yes No 

Yes 

Although no dissolution of marriage may be possible, the person could 
petition for a declaration of nullity to have the prior bond declared invalid. 

The Petitioner should be intending a new marriage with a specific person.  
In addition, the Catholic party must make a promise to practice the Catholic 
faith and raise the children in the faith. 

The dissolution of the prior bond of marriage occurs at the moment the 
newly baptized party enters a new marriage.  Therefore, the Petitioner 
should be intending a new marriage when he/she petitions the bishop. 

Pauline Privilege, Petrine Privilege or Neither 


