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TESTIMONY OF THE MELENDEZ CHAN FAMILY

Hello, everyone! We are the MELENDEZ CHAN family, made up of my mother Mariana de Jesús 
Chan Uicab, and my siblings Galilea del Socorro, Juan Isael, and myself, Sinaí Victoria, the writer of this 
article.

Galilea was cared for by my grandmother who had progressive muscular dystrophy and could not walk.

In 2001, my mother applied for a place for Galilea at the daycare. She was accepted, but my 
mother could not take her because she had to go to work very early, at 6:30 in the morning. Thanks to the 
support of Gladys (+) and Silvia, my sister Galilea was able to attend. They picked up Galilea every morn-
ing so that she could stay at Los Amiguitos while my mom worked.

Starting that year we had the good fortune of being sponsored by Sister Mary Elizabeth Mackowi-
ak, CSSF, through the Amigos Program - with whom we were able to interact with photos and letters.  
She even visited us on one occasion. My sister studied primary school, attended Estancia Nueva Vida 
where we met Cari and Marilyn, wise, happy people and very good teachers.  They impacted our lives 
and the lives of our families in unforgettable ways.

family to me. I turned five and left kindergarten to attend primary school. My little brother Juan also attend-

studies in a public kindergarten due to changes in government regulations.

Our sponsor, Sister Mary Elizabeth, could not continue supporting us in the Amigos Program, but 
we were fortunate to be sponsored by new sponsors, Mr. and Mrs. Robert and Mary Jane McConnell.  
Ever since, they have been supporting us with our academic education, food, and encouraging us to 
achieve the goals we set for ourselves since our elementary school studies.  My little brother, Juan, re-
members that he wrote to our sponsors Robert and Mary Jane, and they answered him. He was so happy 
at that time because he was going through difficult times in school and with just one letter from them, he 
was motivated to work hard in his education and started high school. He couldn't finish it because of 
(problems with) math, numbers are very difficult for him, but when he left school, he decided to work.  He 
is now working in an automotive shop for electricity and tinting windows. He is independent.  He is happy 
with his job, and he dedicates his free time to sports. He loves soccer.  My sister Galilea finished high 
school.  She is now married and has two children, a girl and a boy. She and her husband are working to 
buy their own house.
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I wish to personally express my thanks for the support of my sponsors Robert and Mary Jane McConnell.  I 
express my gratitude to them by striving to be the best, showing them with good grades and by excelling in playing 
volleyball. I was able to travel to other states of the Mexican Republic representing Yucatan, my state, and without 
their support, my mother would not have been able to cover the expenses. My sponsors were always willing to help 
us, including throughout the journey of my university studies. I have completed a Bachelor's Degree in Pedagogy, 
thanks to those wonderful people that God put in my path to achieve my dreams.

The Mission of Friendship Amigos Program is a blessing for us. It is so much more than just another pro-
gram.  When sponsors decide to support a family, they adopt the family, empathize, and open the way to be part of 
that family forever. In difficult times they never abandon us, they always support us. May God always bless our spon-
sors, all the Amigos sponsors, and all the people who make this great Amigos Program possible.

We will always be grateful to the Amigos Sponsorship Program.

Sinai Victoria Meléndez Chan

Our childhood: My mom Mariana, 
and (left to right) Sinai Victoria, 
Juan Isael, and Galilea del Socorro

My High School Graduation

Galilea with Marylin Randolph and Cari Seraphin
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